
Department of Chemistry 

 
 
 

 Chemistry 2210A Chemistry of the Environment 
Course Outline 

 

1. Course Information 
 
Course name: Chemistry of the Environment (2210A) 
Academic term: Fall (September 2024 ––





#Although the themes listed above are the intended course content, the instructor reserves the right to 

deviate from this list should an interesting topic of environmental concern appear in the news. 

*See next section for course materials. Content appears in the lectures are testable. If it is not covered in class, it 

is not testable. 

 
Key Sessional Dates 

Classes begin: September 6, 2024  
Fall Reading Week: October 12 – 20  
Classes end: December 6, 2024 
Exam period: December 9 – 22, 2024 

 
 

4. Course Materials 

 

Textbook 
There is no required textbook for this course.  

Suggested textbooks: 
The content covered in this course is heavily based on the following two textbooks, which are 

available (hard copy and digital copy) at the Western Bookstore: 

 Environmental Chemistry, 5th Edition, by Baird and Cann, Freeman and Company 
 Environmental Chemistry, A Global Perspective, 4th Edition, by vanLoon and Duffy, Oxford 

University Press 

Lecture notes 

• Powerpoint slides used for lectures will be shared with students prior to each class, through 
OWL Brightspace. 

• Reading materials and other learning resources will be posted on OWL Brightspace. 
 
All course material will be posted to OWL: https://westernu.brightspace.com/  
 
Students are responsible for checking the course OWL site (https://westernu.brightspace.com/) 
regularly for news and updates. This is the primary method by which information will be disseminated 
to all students in the class.  
 
If students need assistance with the course OWL site, they can seek support on the OWL Brightspace 
Help page.  Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk.  They can be 
contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800. 
 

Technical Requirements 
Computer with internet connection and working microphone is required to successfully complete the 
“Chemistry in the News” VoiceThread Discussion activity. 
Assignments are submitted electronically to OWL Brightspcae. You could either type your answers in 
the provided document template and save it as a PDF file, or you could write your answers by hand, 

https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/
https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/
https://registrar.uwo.ca/academics/academic_considerations/


All requests for Academic Consideration must be made within 48 hours after the assessment date or 
submission deadline.  
 
All Academic Consideration requests must include supporting documentation; however, recognizing 
that formal documentation may not be available in some extenuating circumstances, the policy allows 
students to make one Academic Consideration request without supporting documentation in this 
course. However, the following assessments are excluded from this, and therefore always require 
formal supporting documentation: 

¶ Final Exam 

¶ Midterm Test  
 
When a student mistakenly submits their one allowed Academic Consideration request without 
supporting documentation for the assessments listed above or those in the Coursework with 
Assessment Flexibility section below, the request cannot be recalled and reapplied. This privilege is 
forfeited.  
 
Detailed description on each evaluation category is listed below (including evaluation scheme for 
missed assessments):



❖ Weekly quick quizzes (8%) 
The purpose of these quizzes is to serve as quick check points. They help you keep up with the pace of 
the course. There are typically ~1-3 questions per 1-hour lesson. The quiz questions will be posted 
weekly on OWL (typical on Mondays), and will only remain active for that week. It is not mandatory to 
answer all the questions, and only correct answers will be recorded as valid answers. At the end of the 
semester, the total # of valid (correct) answers will be counted, and the marks will be assigned based 
on the # of valid answers among the total # of quiz questions released throughout the semester. You 
will be marked following the scheme below: 

𝑁 =
𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑣𝑎𝑙𝑖𝑑 𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑤𝑒𝑟𝑠 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑒𝑑

𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑧 𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠
 

8 points: N ≥80%  
7 points: 79% ≥ N ≥70% 
6 points: 69% ≥ N ≥60%  
5 points: 59% ≥ N ≥50%  
4 points: 49% ≥ N ≥40%  
3 points: 39% ≥ N ≥30% 
2 points: 29% ≥ N >0 
0 point: N=0 

 
You may choose to skip this evaluation and have its weight transferred to the final exam. In this case, 
do not make any submission attempt.  
However, if you made as few as one attempt at the quizzes, the marking rubric applies immediately, 
and no academic consideration will be accepted.  
 

❖ Assignments (12%) 
There are a total of FOUR assignments of equal weight. They are released at the end of each Theme 
though OWL Gradescope. Once released, you may work on it anytime, and there is no time restriction 
after you start. Submission deadline is typically one week after the release date of the each 
assignment. Detailed deadline will be announced on OWL.  
 
A No-Late-Penalty Period applies to each assignment submission. Should extenuating circumstances 
arise, students do not need to request Academic Consideration and they are permitted to submit their 
assignment up to 48 hours past the deadline without a late penalty. Should students submit their 
assessment beyond 48 hours past the deadline, a late penalty of 10% per day will be applied to the 
total mark owned for the submitted work. Submission 1 week later than the originally set deadline will 
not be accepted.  
 
You must submit at least 2 out of the 4 assignments. Students who fail to meet this requirement, 
whether excused or not, will receive 0% for the assignment component of the course grade. 
 

❖ Mid-term (25%) and Final Exam (35%) 
¶ Mid-term test will cover all the material in the first two themes (approximately). The exact 

cut-off material will be announced in class and on OWL.  
A student who misses the midterm test AND is granted academic consideration will be 
offered to write a makeup test (typically scheduled a week after the midterm test). If the 



student misses the makeup test and is also excused, the weight of the missed test will be 
transferred to the final exam. 

¶ The Final Exam will be cumulative. Material covered on the mid-term test will be assessed 
on the final exam through similar questions that appeared on the midterms. Details will be 
provided in late November. 

 
When a student misses the Final Exam and their Academic Consideration has been granted, they will 
be allowed to write the Special Examination (the name given by the University to a makeup Final 
Exam). See the Academic Calendar for details (under Special Examinations), especially for those who 
miss multiple final exams within one examination period.  
 
 

6. 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_70
https://www.edi.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp113.pdf


Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.  
  
 
 
 
Support Services 
Please visit the Science & Basic Medical Sciences Academic Advising webpage for information on 
adding/dropping courses, academic considerations for absences, appeals, exam conflicts, and many 
other academic-related matters: https://www.uwo.ca/sci/counselling/. 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
(https://uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events.  If you have 
experienced sexual or gender-based violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information 
about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts at 

https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html.   

To connect with a case manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca. 
 
Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate format or 
if any other arrangements can make this course more accessible to you.  You may also wish to contact 
Accessible Education at
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https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/sci/counselling/
https://uwo.ca/health/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://learning.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/se/digital/
https://westernusc.ca/services/



